
 
 

 

 
Summary of Comments Received on the FY 2024-2027 Transportation 

Improvement Program, Air Quality Conformity Determination and  
FY 2024-2033 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 

August 31, 2023 

The NJTPA held a 30-day public comment period from July 24 through August 22, 2023, on the 
FY 2024-2027 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), corresponding Air Quality 
Conformity Determination and the FY 2024-2033 Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP), as required by federal law.  

The draft documents were posted to the NJTPA’s website prior to the start of the public 
comment period and printed copies were also mailed to the state-designated main libraries in 
each county in the NJTPA region. The draft documents were also distributed electronically to 
the NJTPA’s Board of Trustees, Board alternates, members of the Regional Transportation 
Advisory Committee, the federally recognized Tribal Nations and any other parties who so 
requested. 

The NJTPA placed legal notices in newspapers to advertise the public comment period, 
promoted the comment period on social media and distributed the documents and information 
about how people could comment to its electronic mailing list. Comments could be submitted 
via e-mail, by calling the NJTPA during business hours or during a virtual public meeting held 
Thursday, August 3. A public workshop on the draft Air Quality Conformity Determination was 
also held on August 3. 

Thirty-three people participated in the virtual public meeting, which included a general 
presentation by NJTPA staff. The public was invited to ask questions and provide input. Five 
residents provided feedback during the meeting. In addition, the NJTPA received 489 written 
comments. 

This document contains summaries of comments received during the 30-day public comment 
period and responses. The full text of written comments is available at the NJTPA website. 

The NJTPA thanks all commenters for their ongoing interest, engagement and participation in 
the regional planning process. 

 

https://www.njtpa.org/NJTPA/media/Documents/Projects-Programs/Transportation-Improvement-Program-(TIP)/Current-TIP/TIP,-AQ,-STIP-Submitted-Written-Comments_Aug_2023.pdf


 

Written Comments 

General Comments  

Commenter: Richard Jones 

Summary: Would like to know why there are no street safety projects, complete streets 
projects, or pedestrian and cyclist improvement projects for Bergen County.  Notes 
these projects are consistent with the NJTPA’s Long Range Transportation Plan and 
Active Transportation Plan. Requested a pedestrian and cyclist safety improvement for 
crossing I-95 at Degraw Ave in Leonia, noting it is a heavily used road for bike 
commuters in need of safety improvements. 

NJTPA Response: Local complete streets, safety, and pedestrian and cyclist 
improvement projects are typically included in the TIP under NJDOT program line items 
(e.g., Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities/Accommodations, Highway Safety Improvement 
Program Planning, Local County Aid, Local Municipal Aid, Local Safety/High Risk Rural 
Roads Program, Safe Routes to School Program,  Safe Streets to Transit Program, 
Transportation Alternatives Program, Transit Village Program, and Transportation 
Alternatives Program) and may not be listed specifically in the document. Safety and 
pedestrian/cyclist improvements are also incorporated into local bridge and road 
projects where applicable.  Detailed reports of federally funded local projects in the 
current TIP can be found in the NJTPA Online Transportation Information System 
(NOTIS).  

In addition, the NJTPA Board of Trustees approved funding for several Transportation 
Alternatives projects in Bergen County (and many other locations in the region) in May 
2023. Additional information about locally led programs sponsored by the NJTPA can be 
found on its website at Local Programs Overview | NJTPA | North Jersey Transportation 
Planning Authority.  Information on NJDOT state and federally funded local programs is 
available at Local Aid & Economic Development Overview - Doing Business (state.nj.us). 

Commenter: Nicole Sanderson 

Summary: Happy to see pedestrian safety and ADA improvements, as well as one 
bicycle improvement, mentioned in the STIP for Essex County. Hopes that separated 
bicycle lanes will be included in all the bridge replacements and upgrades. Said that 
people need alternatives to driving because cars bring unacceptable levels of risk to 
pedestrians. New Jersey should focus on being more transit oriented. Would like to see 
walkability, transit and cycling prioritized over cars (excluding commercial, utility and 
emergency vehicles) in new road projects. 

NJTPA Response: The NJTPA's long range transportation plan, Plan 2050: 
Transportation. People. Opportunity., emphasizes the importance of planning for bicycle 
and pedestrian infrastructure and safety improvements, including in its planning goals, 

https://www.njtpa.org/Projects-Programs/Transportation-Improvement-Program-(TIP)/Project-Tracker-(NOTIS).aspx
https://www.njtpa.org/Newsroom/NJTPA-News/NJPTA-Update-Blog/2023/May-2023/$36-million-awarded-for-32-Transportation-Alternat.aspx
https://www.njtpa.org/Newsroom/NJTPA-News/NJPTA-Update-Blog/2023/May-2023/$36-million-awarded-for-32-Transportation-Alternat.aspx
https://www.njtpa.org/Projects-Programs/Local-Programs/Local-Programs-Overview.aspx
https://www.njtpa.org/Projects-Programs/Local-Programs/Local-Programs-Overview.aspx
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/


 

the Walking and Biking section of Chapter 5, the Active Transportation background 
paper, and elsewhere throughout the plan.  

The NJTPA continued advancing goals to improve non-motorized travel options through 
the Regional Active Transportation Plan, which was completed in June 2023 and is 
available at njtpa.org/activetransportation. It provides a blueprint to create a safe, 
comfortable, and connected network for active transportation users. It also supports 
interrelated goals of promoting equity, enhancing intermodal connections to public 
transit, increasing economic opportunity through environmentally friendly 
transportation options, and improving public health outcomes.  

The NJTPA prioritizes active transportation improvements through a growing variety of 
programs, including working directly with municipalities through the Complete Streets 
Technical Assistance program and through the Complete Streets Demonstration Library, 
which offers communities materials and resources to test temporary multimodal safety 
interventions such as painted curb extensions or temporary bike lanes. In addition, 
there are many infrastructure improvements for bicycles and pedestrians that have 
been made through the agency’s Local Programs. 

Commenter: Tri-State Transportation Campaign (TSTC), Corey Hannigan, Active Transportation 
Manager 

Summary: TSTC thanked the NJTPA Board for programming the Route 21, Newark 
Riverfront Pedestrian and Bicycle Access and several bicycle and pedestrian projects into 
the TIP, as well as including a cantilevered shared bicycle/pedestrian path on the 
Schalk’s Crossing Road Bridge. TSTC also offered comments on the following: 

• Asked the Board to add more bike/ped construction projects (such as DB# 11406 
or any construction-ready projects identified in TMA Safe Routes to School Plans) 
or increase funding for ongoing bicycle and pedestrian projects, to better align 
with Plan 2050 allocations.  

• Requesting a significant portion of the new Carbon Reduction Program (DB# 
N2309) and eligible highway funds be used to fund construction, planning and 
design of on and off-road bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities offer the best return on investment for offering zero-emission 
transportation options. 

• Opposing any road expansion or widening projects, noting that FY 2025-2027 
road expansion projects are forecast to be 1.2 percent of total spending, which 
exceeds the 1 percent limit outlined in Plan 2050. Also questioned how Route 
206, Valley Road to Brown Avenue (DB# 780A) will be bicycle/pedestrian 
compatible when the road is being widened from two lanes to four, with signals 
being replaced by jughandles. 

https://njtpa.org/activetransportation


 

  

• Said there should have been more than one public meeting, the recording should 
have been posted online and broken links on NOTIS need to be corrected to make it 
easier for the public to participate in the comment process. 

NJTPA Response: Thank you for your comments. The NOTIS links have been restored. 
Regarding the Carbon Reduction Funds, earlier this year $27.3 million was added to the FY 
2022-2025 TIP. These funds were programed to advance The Greenway project in Essex and 
Hudson counties, which will convert an approximately nine-mile former rail right of way into 
a recreation and alternative transportation corridor. This funding will help establish a new 
level of connectivity between the eight communities (Jersey City, Secaucus, Kearny, Newark, 
Belleville, Bloomfield, Glen Ridge and Montclair), creating a linear network of new green 
spaces and a shared use path that would enable seamless walking and biking connections. 
Additionally, NJTPA staff are working with NJDOT on the development of the state’s Carbon 
Reduction Strategy that will guide future investments.  

NJDOT Response:  Thank you for your comments. The Transportation Alternatives Program 
provides federal funding for projects such as bicycle and pedestrian improvements.  In 
addition, NJDOT funds bicycle and pedestrian projects through the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Facilities/ Accommodations program. 

Commenter: West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance, Anne Clifton, President 

Summary: The Alliance supports the inclusion of the cantilevered bicycle/pedestrian shared 
sidewalk along both the east and west sides of Schalk’s Crossing Road. The group opposes 
the widening of Route 1, noting commuting patterns have changed since the pandemic, and 
instead suggests a 2.7-mile bicycle and pedestrian path along the Dinky line route between 
the Princeton Junction and Princeton train stations. If the Route 1 widening project 
advances, the group requests the addition of a multiuse path on both sides, particularly to 
connect the planned Dinky Line Trail to the Plainsboro path network. 

NJTPA Response: Thank you for your comments. We have shared your suggestion about the 
pedestrian path connecting the Princeton Junction and Princeton train stations with the 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, which is the metropolitan planning 
organization for Mercer County. 

NJDOT Response:  Thank you for your comments.   In addition, there is an established 
process for an outside agency, official or resident to request transportation issues be 
considered for problem statement submission. A letter should be sent to NJDOT Community 
Relations: attention Megan Fackler.  The location and explanation of the issue should be 
included in the letter.   This does not guarantee that a problem will result in a new 
transportation improvement.  An agency, official or resident can also contact their local 
MPO to initiate this process.  



 

Commenter: James Lee 

Summary: Mr. Lee applauded the NJTPA’s adoption of reaching a goal of zero fatalities 
and serious injuries by 2050 and said he hopes the state moves towards a statewide 
goal of zero road deaths overall.  He also offered comments on the following: 

• Requested more PM 2.5 air quality monitoring sites, at least one in each county 
and at sites adjacent to every heavily traveled roadway including at the Holland 
Tunnel approach/139/NJ Turnpike Extension, the Keasbey Interchange, the 
Lincoln Tunnel approach, Newark Airport, and Ports of 
Elizabeth/Newark/Bayonne. 

• Opposed all road widening projects saying they are not the most efficient or safe 
solution to increase capacity and improve safety. He questioned how highway 
expansion proposals would avoid future congestion and said these projects 
worsen air quality, including PM 2.5.  

• Said bus lanes could better relieve congestion and improve safety. Said investing 
in the bus network would also provide a reduction in operational costs for NJ 
TRANSIT given the same hours, drivers, and equipment. He said riders would 
benefit from improved reliability, frequency, and travel times. 

• Said the bike and walk network is fragmented even in heavily traveled urban 
areas. He said lane widths should be adjusted for non-highway bridges to create 
space for bike lanes. He said protected bike lanes should be included in bridge 
and county road projects. 

• Advocated for all projects that support freight rail and discourage warehouse 
sprawl, which is creating more truck traffic amid growth of online commerce.  
Called for exploring a regional inland port, which could serve the purpose of 
improving rail-served freight and decreasing inefficient truck traffic.  

NJTPA Response: The NJTPA supports the state’s Toward Zero Deaths goal, which is 
outlined in the New Jersey Strategic Highway Safety Plan. 

Regarding air quality, in the NJTPA region, the PM 2.5 maintenance area consists of nine 
counties. The federal Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has designated the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) to monitor the pollutants in the 
state. NJDEP, in coordination with USEPA, has established monitoring stations 
throughout the state. We will convey your concerns to NJDEP about the need for 
additional PM 2.5 monitoring stations. Based on existing monitoring, over the past 10 
years the NJTPA region has successfully met USEPA’s National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards for PM 2.5. It is anticipated that when the next Statewide Implementation 
Plan is approved, the nine-county maintenance area will be reclassified as an attainment 
area in 2033.  



 

NJ TRANSIT Response: Regarding the bus rapid transit (BRT) comments, NJ TRANSIT has 
conducted or participated in several studies of potential BRT improvements in the 
region, which have included recommendations for dedicated bus lanes where feasible, 
or other BRT-supportive improvements. 

NJDOT Response:  Thank you for your comments.  Please note that all federally funded 
projects are designed within federally mandated design standards. 

Comments on the Northern Valley Greenway 

482 comments were received advocating for further development and funding of the Northern 
Valley Greenway in Bergen County. The Northern Valley Greenway is a concept for an 8-mile-
long linear park running through six municipalities in the county: Tenafly, Cresskill, Demarest, 
Closter, Norwood and Northvale. It would be built on an existing unused section of CSX 
Transportation’s Northern Branch Corridor rail line north of Englewood. Nearly all the 
comments supported including the greenway in the TIP. One comment, included below the 
summary of comments in support of the project, was opposed to the project. The commenters 
in support of adding the greenway to the TIP are listed in Appendix A. 

Among the points raised: 

• The Greenway offers the following benefits:  

o Utilizes the unused and problematic rail line managed by CSX.  

o Encourages non-polluting transportation, improve safety, and encourage 
recreation. 

o Improves options to reach other transportation hubs. 

o A connection for over a dozen communities to reach destinations and parks 
in Bergen County. 

• The greenway should be extended to run parallel to the forthcoming Hudson-Bergen 
light rail extension, so residents can have a safe and flat biking option from Tonnelle 
Avenue all the way up to Tenafly.  

• It would improve the quality of life and provide health benefits and social 
opportunities for people of all ages.  

• The project would fit well with the downtown renovation underway in Tenafly and 
spur economic development in neighboring and adjacent towns.  It might be the 
High Line of Northern New Jersey.  

• NJTPA should build on the work already done, including NJDOT's feasibility study, 
and line up the additional resources required to make this a reality.  



 

• The project could save the right-of-way for possible future rail or bus rapid transit if 
that becomes financially viable.  

• Current on-road walking and bicycling routes such as Piermont Road and 
Knickerbocker Road are congested and increasingly hazardous, particularly for 
children. Sidewalks routes to schools such as Piermont Road are often fragmented 
or in disrepair.  

• The project could connect to and realize the success of walk-bike trails in New York. 

Commenter: Jason Paskowitz 

Summary: Opposed to the Northern Valley Greenway. Said there are a substantial 
number of cyclists who disregard traffic laws and create unsafe, crowded roads. Is 
concerned the greenway would attract more cyclists from outside the immediate area 
and further burden already crowded roads. 

NJTPA Response: The NJTPA’s long range transportation plan, Plan 2050: 
Transportation. People. Opportunity., emphasizes the importance of planning for bicycle 
and pedestrian infrastructure and safety improvements. Plan 2050 supports exploring 
development and possible funding of the Northern Valley Greenway. Inclusion in and/or 
full consistency with the long-range plan is required for a project to be eligible for future 
federal funding. The NJTPA supports local planning efforts for trails and other local 
projects through its local funding and technical support programs.    

The TIP, however, includes projects that are in the engineering, design and construction 
phases of work. The Northern Valley Greenway project has not yet advanced to these 
stages, and thus it is too early in the project development process for it to be included in 
the TIP at this time. In addition, projects cannot be added to the TIP until they have 
designated and committed federal funding. If federal funding is awarded for the 
Northern Valley Greenway project, it can be added to the TIP through the TIP 
amendment process. 

NJDOT Response:  In 2018-2019, NJDOT Bureau of Safety, Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Programs provided technical planning assistance to the Northern Valley Greenway 
Committee.  The outcome of that effort was a study evaluating the physical conditions 
of the 7.4-mile right-of-way (through GIS and limited field observation), identifying 
opportunities and constraints, and assessing potential planning-level design alternatives 
(cross-sections) for the greenway.  The process included a Stakeholder Workshop and a 
Public Information Center as outreach events.  The study cannot be accurately 
characterized as a “concept” or a “plan.” At the time it was conducted, the study was 
the first time many stakeholders and the public were learning about the NVG initiative 
and the right-of-way. The study provided a good introduction and the two outreach 
events were productive, but our scope was designed to keep things at an 



 

introductory/evaluation level.  Developing a concept or plan with true consensus would 
be a next step for the NVG Committee. 

Comments on I-80 Rockfall 

Commenter: Hardwick Township 

Summary: Harwick Township submitted a resolution (#2023-51) as part of its public 
comments, including links to source material, regarding NJDOT’s projects in the vicinity 
of the Delaware Water Gap: the $82.4 million I-80 Westbound Rockfall Mitigation 
Project (DB #09545) and the $92.2 million I-80 Eastbound Retaining Wall Replacement 
Project (DB#22360). The township states these projects do not mitigate well-known 
existing design safety hazards. 

In addition, the township requested that NJTPA do the following: 

• Establish a committee, study group or another forum to assist with conflict 
resolution for the issues explained in the resolution.  

• Encourage a full independent Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that 
considers impacts of the I-80 Westbound Rockfall Mitigation Project and the I-80 
Eastbound Retaining Wall Project as a two-phase single project. 

• Assist NJDOT to initiate a Transportation Problem Statement to study all the 
safety, mobility and congestion issues I80 Exit 4 to the Delaware Water Gap 
Bridge. 

Commenter: Knowlton Township 

Summary: The Knowlton Township Committee planned to submit comments by way of 
resolution; however, its meeting was postponed until after the end of the public 
comment period. Therefore, the township will submit a resolution after it is considered 
at the governing body’s August 24, 2023, meeting.  

Further, the township requests that the NJTPA, and board member NJDOT, respond to 
requests made in comments submitted by Harwick Township (above). 

NJTPA Response: These specific project-related issues are to be addressed in the project 
development process led by the project sponsor (NJDOT in this case).  The NJTPA does 
not initiate or undertake its own independent project development or public outreach 
processes for projects sponsored by member agencies. It should be noted that there is 
no funding allocated in the constrained years of the TIP for the I-80 Westbound Rockfall 
Mitigation project, as project development and environmental review are ongoing, with 
an Environmental Assessment process that will provide opportunities for public 
involvement currently underway. 



 

NJDOT Response:   

• As outlined in the Rt. 80 WB Rockfall Mitigation Public Involvement Action Plan 
(PIAP), extensive outreach has been conducted, and will continue to be 
conducted, with numerous stakeholders, including Warren County 
Commissioners, Warren County Planning Department, Knowlton and Hardwick 
Township.  The project’s PIAP can be found on the project’s website at the 
following link:  80_Rockfall_PIAP.pdf (state.nj.us)  

• For the Rt. 80 WB Rockfall Mitigation Project, the Department is finalizing 
Technical Environmental Studies in support of an Environmental Assessment.  
These documents are currently scheduled for completion during the summer of 
2024.  For the Rt. 80 EB Retaining Wall Replacement Project, the Department is 
currently completing environmental coordination and evaluations in support of 
categorical exclusion document (CED) for this retaining wall reconstruction 
project. 

• Studies completed for the project, such as a Concept Development Report and 
Alternatives Analysis can be found on the project website at: I-80 Rockfall 
Mitigation Project Home - In the Works (state.nj.us).  As the project progresses 
through design phases, additional studies will be included on the project website 
when approved. 

 

Comments from the Public Meeting on August 3, 2023 

Commenter: Richard Jones 

Summary: Reiterated previously submitted written comments. See the General 
Comments section for comments and responses. 

Commenter: Stephen Dunn 

Summary: Thanked the NJTPA for improving funding for the Rahway Valley Rails-to-
Trails project. Asked that more money be spent on active transportation (biking and 
walking infrastructure and greenway development) and public transit. He noted that it is 
difficult for cyclists in Union County to travel as there are no protected bicycle lanes.  
Asked if the NJTPA is involved in advancing Target Zero legislation the New Jersey 
Legislature is considering. Also asked if the NJTPA could help ensure updates to the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) improve safety for cyclists and 
pedestrians. 

NJTPA Response: Plan 2050 emphasizes the importance of planning for bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure and safety improvements, including in its planning goals, the 

https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/rockfall/pdf/80_Rockfall_PIAP.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/rockfall/pdf/80_Rockfall_PIAP.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/rockfall/pdf/80_Rockfall_PIAP.pdf


 

Walking and Biking section of Chapter 5, the Active Transportation background paper, 
and elsewhere throughout the plan.  

The NJTPA continued advancing goals to improve non-motorized travel options through 
the regional active transportation plan, completed in June 2023. This plan (to be 
published on the NJTPA website shortly) provides a blueprint to create a safe, 
comfortable, and connected network for active transportation users. It also supports 
interrelated goals of promoting equity, enhancing intermodal connections to public 
transit, increasing economic opportunity through environmentally friendly 
transportation options, and improving public health outcomes. 

As a federally funded agency, the NJTPA is not permitted to lobby, and therefore is not 
directly involved in supporting legislation. Staff are available to answer questions local 
officials and lawmakers may have and provide data. However, the NJTPA does fund 
programs that aim to help the state reach its Toward Zero Deaths goal. This includes 
working directly with municipalities through the Complete Streets Technical Assistance 
program and through the Complete Streets Demonstration Library, which offers 
communities materials and resources to test temporary multimodal safety interventions 
such as painted curb extensions or temporary bike lanes. The NJTPA, in partnership with 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation, also funds Local Safety Program projects, 
which include bicycle and pedestrian improvements aimed to make intersections and 
corridors safer. This includes $188 million, approved by the NJTPA Board in March, 
included in this TIP. Union County was awarded $10.7 million to improve 14 
intersections in Berkeley Heights, Linden, New Providence, Roselle and Summit. 

Commenter: Paul Onish 

Summary: Said at many intersections with dedicated left-turn arrows, turning 
movements are only allowed in one direction at a time, when traffic travelling in both 
directions could be making turns at the same time. Asked that traffic signals be 
coordinated to allow for this. He said left-turn queues should also be longer, particularly 
in areas where there is heavy truck traffic. Said he hopes NJDOT and municipalities can 
address this by elongating turn lanes and coordinating signals on roads such as Route 1, 
Route 130 and other county roads. 

NJTPA Response: Thank you for your comments. The NJTPA, as a planning agency, does 
not have jurisdiction over the design of county and state roads. These concerns will be 
conveyed to member agencies for their consideration in their intersection designs.   

NJDOT Response: There is an established process for an outside agency, official or 
resident to request transportation issues be considered for problem statement 
submission. A letter should be sent to NJDOT Community Relations: attention Megan 
Fackler.  The location and explanation of the issue should be included in the letter.   This 
does not guarantee that a problem will result in a new transportation improvement.  An 
agency, official or resident can also contact their local MPO to initiate this process.  

https://njtpa.org/Newsroom/NJTPA-News/NJPTA-Update-Blog/2023/March-2023/NJTPA-Approves-19-Local-Safety-Rural-Roads-Project.aspx


 

 

Commenter: Sue Mack 

Summary: Thank you for including the Route 440 Pedestrian Bridge project in the 
 TIP. There have been five fatalities on Route 440, so this project is needed to  
 improve safety. Noted the project is in the concept development phase and many 
 people do not understand the role the NJTPA plays in making these projects  
 happen. 

NJTPA Response: Thank you. We are happy to see the project is progressing. 

Commenter: Andy Weiss 

Summary: Said that NJ TRANSIT needs more funding, at least $2 billion. Asked that the 
Hudson-Bergen Light Rail be expanded into Bergen County, noting residents have been 
waiting 20 years for this and it should be a priority project. 

NJ TRANSIT Response: NJ TRANSIT will continue to work with the Federal Transit 
Administration to develop a strategy to advance the environmental review of a 
proposed extension of the Hudson-Bergen Light Rail system to Englewood on the 
Northern Branch corridor. 
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